
CD (B) - For upper primary and early secondary school 

Children at risk 

Students in their final year of primary school and early secondary school who 

cannot recall 5 digits or 13-word sentence are at high risk of underachievement in 

all aspects of literacy (spelling, reading, comprehension, narrative and 

argumentative writing). 

 

Development of auditory processing ability does not occur at the rate previously thought 

and the ‘average’ student does not reach the 5-digit and 14-15 word sentence recall level 

until 10-11 years of age.  This level is generally considered to be ‘functional’ adult 

recall.  However, 20-25% of students in upper primary and early secondary school 

cannot recall 5 digits or 14 to 15-word sentences.  This has significant implications for 

communication in the classroom. Boys, and students from language backgrounds other 

than English, tend to have more difficulty in processing information than girls or those 

more familiar with the language. 

 

Students who have delay in development of this skill have several problems at upper 

primary and early secondary level.  They usually have: 

• Missed basic information and therefore have ‘gaps’ in knowledge (reading, 

spelling, maths) and consequent loss of confidence as they expect that they 

should know this information; 

• Ongoing problems with following instructions, explanations and integrating new 

material unless good pedagogical practice is used for communication; 

• Significant problems with sequencing information that can affect essay writing, 

comprehension, verbal communication, spelling. Explicit strategies are needed 

to break down the sequence, and it is necessary to demonstrate how to do these 

tasks.   

• A need for more time to complete these tasks due to the processing difficulties. 

If these difficulties are not addressed, the student may withdraw, give up, become 

disruptive, inattentive, disinterested, and disheartened and see little point in trying to 

catch up.  The vast majority of these students are capable of learning.  The teacher’s 

obligation is to communicate appropriately.  The difference between the most 

competent student in processing auditory information and the least competent is not 

great, so all students will benefit from the simple communication strategies.  



These are: 

• Attract attention 
• Speak slowly 
• Chunk information 
• Pause 
• Check for compliance 
• If needing to repeat information - speak slowly, pause and simplify    (Do not 

elaborate) 
• Before moving to new information ensure familiarity with previous concepts and 

tasks 
• If introducing new concepts ensure familiarity with new language/terms 
• Use routines and visual cues where possible 

 

Stage actors and good teachers have used these techniques for centuries.  They are not 

new. 

 

Clearly, assisting the student with literacy and communicating in an appropriate way 

can prevent students missing basic information. However, this information can be easily 

learnt if presented in this way.  In addition, specific strategies that break down the 

sequencing task will assist students to perform higher order literacy tasks that are 

overwhelming when presented in a large block. 

 

Students with delay in processing may also have any of the following diagnoses with 

the added complication of educational difficulties and their consequences. 

In addition to the developmental aspect,  

o children with attention deficit disorder,  

o speech and language difficulties, 

o mild intellectual disability, 

o emotional distress  

o or children who are unfamiliar with the language (either language 

background other than English or unfamiliar language content) can all 

function poorly with this measure.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Summary: 
• Recognise that there is variation in the ability of young people to take in 

auditory or verbal information. 
• Find out what is ‘normal’. 
• Implement basic communication strategies to the whole class. 
• Identify those with poor skills. 

o It is essential that communication is appropriate. 
o They may need ‘catch up’ because the child missed earlier information. 
o They will need specific strategies to assist with sequencing information 

in writing, reading, etc. 
o They will often need extra time to complete these tasks. 

• These specific strategies will assist the whole class. 
 
 


